[Ultrasound in acute ischemic stroke].
Ultrasound tests are used in the cerebrovascular evaluation of stroke patients. However, the use of Transcranial Doppler (TCD) and carotid duplex ultrasound (CD) within the first hours after stroke onset in the Emergency Service is not a common practice. TCD and CD can be used as portable tests, thus allowing for bedside use in the Emergency Service. Both tests broaden the abilities of stroke neurologists to rapidly evaluate stroke patients, determine likely mechanism of stroke, and decide on reperfusion and secondary prevention strategies. Furthermore, the ultrasound tests are particularly useful for grading the severity of the arterial patency and enhancing recanalization after tPA administration. TCD and CD are excellent diagnostic tools that might be used in all acute stroke patients for immediate evaluation of arterial patency. They make it possible to select treatment and enhance reperfusion after tPA. Carotid and transcranial ultrasound are an essential part of vascular neurology training and practice.